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Do we still need Trade Unions in Malaysia —
Trade Union in Malaysia
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The Trade Unions Act 1959 (‘TUA 1959') and the Industrial Relations Act 1967 (‘IRA
1967') govern trade union recognition in Malaysia at the moment.

Any worker's or employer's organisation within any particular establishment trade,
occupation, or industry, or within any similar trades, occupations, or industries,
whether temporary or permanent, and having the objects listed in the provision as
part of its trade union constitution, is defined as a trade union under TUA.

A trade union must register according to the prescribed rules in order to engage in the
collective bargaining process with the employer.

According to the statutory timeframe, resolving a recognition claim takes around nine
months.
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